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Happy Spring to everyone! Third quarter report cards will go home April 21, 2016.
We have plenty to accomplish in the final quarter, so this is a great time to talk to 
your child about staying on task, completing homework and class work assignments, 
and working hard every day. PARCC testing begins at the end of April for our 
grades 3, 4, and 5 students. Additional information regarding PARCC testing will be 
sent home in a letter to parents of students in grades 3-5. Please avoid making 
appointments for your child on the dates your child is scheduled to test. 

Our STEM Fair was an amazing success! It was exciting to see the final products 
that our 4th and 5th graders had worked so hard to complete. In addition to 
celebrating this scholastic achievement, our students continue to shine in other 
academic areas including the 24 Math Challenge, Safe Racer, and the induction of 
our newest recipient of the Carson Scholar award. More information is included in 
this newsletter! 

April 27th is Administrative Professionals Day - we are very fortunate to have two 
of the best administrative assistants in Baltimore County! Special thanks to Mrs. 
Rogers and Mrs. Fitzpatrick for the wonderful job they do every day. 

R E M I N D E R S

To help promote a safe and secure environment conducive to learning, we remind 
parents and students that certain items should be kept safely at home: 
• Cell phones are not permitted to be on at any time during the school day 

(including dismissal and bus rides). We are not responsible for the loss of 
electronic equipment that students bring to school. 

• Please send your child to school with safe footwear - Flip flops and sandals 
are not safe footwear for outdoor play or for physical education.

• Baseball caps, etc. may only be worn on specified spirit wear days! 
• Sports equipment is provided by the school – please keep balls, gloves, lacrosse 

sticks, etc. home!



TAKE A PEEK IN SP!



TAKE A PEEK IN SP!
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The fourth and final quarter of the school year is a busy time of transition. Later in the 
month, we are excited to welcome and meet our newest Summit Park students at 
Kindergarten Round-Up. Additionally, our fifth grade students will be visiting Pikesville Middle 
School for a tour and participate in special activities as they begin their transition to middle 
school. 

On April 22, 2016, Summit Park will be hosting “Career Day” for our fifth grade students. 
We are very excited to have several parents and members of the community visiting us to 
discuss not only their jobs, but education and training required for 
their career, the importance of demonstrating good character, 
and having positive work habits. If you are interested in 
participating, please contact Mrs. Marks at lmarks@bcps.org.

N u r s e ’ s  n e w s
Seasonal allergies occur for part of the year, usually in spring or fall when the body reacts 

to specific triggers such as grasses, trees, or pollen. Some signs of an allergy are sneezing, 
watery eyes, cold symptoms that last longer than 10 days (without a fever), loss of taste or 
smell, frequent throat clearing, hoarseness, coughing or wheezing, and repeated sinus and ear 
infections. Please notify me if your child is suffering with allergies. 

Just a reminder to continue checking your child’s head periodically for Pediculosis or head 
lice. Look for scratching especially in the back of the neck and for redness behind the ears. It 
may take up to 4 weeks for lice to go away after treatment. Please contact me if you have 
any questions. 
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H E A R I N G  A N D  V I S I O N  S C R E E N I N G S
A technician from the Baltimore County Department of Health 

will be screening our kindergarten, first, fourth and special needs 
students for hearing and vision in April. After the screenings are 
completed, a letter will be sent home only if a student does not 
pass. Please contact your pediatrician, eye doctor or audiologist if 
your child brings home this letter to schedule a follow up exam.

R E S I D E N C Y  R E - V E R I F I C A T I O N
According to the Pupil Service Manual, Section PS 515, all students transitioning from Grades 

5 to 6 and Grades 8 to 9 are required to verify residency prior to the start of the 2016–2017 
school year. Students enrolled as homeless, shared domicile, or students in state supervised care 
are exempt from this process. The dates for families to submit documentation to schools is 
outlined below. 

The Transition Year Residency Verification letter (PS 515, L1) will be sent in in the next few 
weeks. Starting Tuesday, May 10, 2016, parents may come to the front office to provide original 
documentation proving residency as outlined in Board of Education Policy and Superintendent’s Rule 
5150, between the hours of 9:00 A.M. and 2:00 P.M. You may also send the required 
documentation to the front office with your child.  All re-verification documents must be received 
no later than June 10, 2016; documents received after that date will delay your child’s middle/high 
school schedule.

P L A N N I N G  F O R  N E X T  Y E A R
Are you planning to move your child to a different school for the 2015—2016 school year? 

If the answer is yes, please contact the office at 410-887-1210 as soon as possible to provide 
us this information. This will assist us as we plan next year’s grade level organizations. We are 
also preparing for our fifth grade students to transition to middle school. If your child will be 
attending a private school for middle school, please call Mrs. Marks at 410-887-1210.
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S P E C I A L  T R A N S F E R  R E Q U E S T
In accordance with Board of Education Policy and Superintendent’s Rule 5140, STUDENTS: 

Enrollment and Attendance, Baltimore County Public Schools will be accepting Applications for 
Special Transfer for the 2016—17 school year from parent(s)/guardian(s) who are requesting 
special transfers within the school system. Applications are available in all Baltimore County 
Public Schools and should be completed and submitted to the requested school principal before 
June 1, 2016. Applications will not be accepted after June 1st. Additionally, Policy and Rule 5140, 
as well as a copy of the Application for Special Transfer, are accessible via the Baltimore 
County Public Schools web site, www.bcps.org. Decisions regarding special transfer requests will 
not be made until June, 2016. 

S A F E  R A C E R
All of our third grade students participated in the Safe Racer science unit. They learned 

about designing and testing a race car as they studied engineering and physics. Each design 
team created a vehicle to travel as far as possible while keeping the driver (an egg) safe. The 
winners are:  
3rd place team: 
Eggsplosion
(Lily B., Haley B., Sashrika K., and Danielle L.)
2nd place team: 
High Fliers
(Carley B., Jenna G., Samara H., and Maddi L.)
1st place team: 
Flash Fox Eggs
(Ellie C., Kennedy G., Elizabeth H., and Samantha K.) 

The members of the winning design team will represent 
Summit Park at the regional Safe Racer competition on 
Saturday, May 14 at Parkville High School. Good luck!!
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M A T H  2 4  C O M P E T I T I O N
5th grader Rachel S. represented our school this year 

at the Baltimore County 24 Math Challenge competition.  
She made it to the finals and earned a silver medal for 
2nd place, which means she was in the top 16 out of 250 
participants from around the county! Rachel, we are 
very proud of you! 

S T E M  F A I R
The Summit Park STEM Fair was a wonderful success! The variety of topics investigated by 
students was widespread, and the displays demonstrated a strong understanding of the 
scientific method. We are proud of the accomplishments of all our participants. Special 
recognition was awarded by the judges to the following students for the uniqueness of their 
investigations, the quality of their displays, and their knowledge and enthusiasm during the 
interview.

First Place:   4th grade: Tegan H.  5th grade: Emma H.
Second Place:   4th grade: Molly M. 5th grade: Sadie R.
Third Place: 4th grade: Olivia R. 5th grade: Joseph L.

Honorable Mention:
4th Grade: Samantha L. and Andrew M.

5th Grade: Leah G., Rainier D., and Allison B.

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O  A L L  O U R  
4 T H  A N D  5 T H  G R A D E R S !

Emma H. and Tegan H. will represent Summit Park at the 
BCPS STEM Fair in May.  We wish them the best of luck in
the countywide competition!
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2 0 1 6  C A R S O N  S C H O L A R
Summit Park Elementary receives a Carson Scholars Fund endowment each year. Students 

are encouraged to do their best work every day and apply for the Carson Scholar award in the 
fifth grade by writing an essay to apply for this honor. We have a new Carson Scholar each 
year. Congratulations to fifth grade student, Sadie R. who was selected as a 2016 Carson 
Scholar! With this honor, Sadie will receive a $1,000 scholarship award toward her college 
education, a medal and a certificate. Additionally, a Carson Scholar trophy
is in the front office of our school and a name plate will be added on it in 
Sadie’s honor. Sadie is among over 6,200 students from across the country
that have been named a Carson Scholar. We are very proud of Sadie and 
all of the fifth grade students who submitted Carson Scholar essays 
this year. 

S P R I N G  C O N C E R T
We are excited to announce that the fifth grade classes will be performing in the spring 

concert on Tuesday, June 7 at 6:30 P.M. in the school cafeteria. The performers have been 
working hard and are excited to appear before an audience. To encourage continuity among the 
performers, please have your child wear a white top and dark slacks/skirt, socks, and shoes.  
No jeans, sweats, or running pants, please. All students should arrive at school at 6:15 P.M. 
dressed and ready to perform. Orchestra and Band students should report directly to the 
cafeteria to unpack their instruments and sit in their assigned seats and those who will 
perform in the chorus only should report to the music room. Please feel free to contact us at 
the school if you have any questions or concerns at (410) 887-1210 or 
send an email to Mrs. Hiner at ehiner@bcps.org or Mrs. Skidmore at 
jskidmore@bcps.org. The children are looking forward to performing for 
you on June 7!

mailto:ehiner@bcps.org
mailto:jskidmore@bcps.org
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P TA  N E W S
• Mrs. Bentley has been working hard with her students on their Square 1 art projects and 

they turned out amazing! Personalized catalogs were sent home with students this week. 
Be sure to purchase your keepsakes and in turn support SPES. All orders are due no later 
than Tuesday, April 12th. 

• April 15th is the last day to purchase a Summit Park Yearbook. 
• Kids Helping Hopkins Joint Fundraiser DJ Night with Fort Garrison at Pikesville Middle is 

Friday, April 15th from 7:30-9:00 P.M. Tickets are $3 per person or $10 per family and can 
be purchased at the door. 

• Summit Park night at the Oriole night is Friday, April 29th at 7:05 P.M.
• Spring Fling is Saturday, May 14th, 12-2 P.M. If you are interested in volunteering or 

donating an item to our Silent Auction contact the PTA at spesptapres@gmail.com

M U S I C  A N D  D A N C E  E D U C A T I O N  – S U M M E R  M U S I C  C A M P
Registration for the 30th Annual Summer Music Camp is now underway and will continue through Friday, 

May 13, 2016. All Baltimore County Public Schools students (Grades 5–12) who are currently enrolled in their 
school band, chorus, or orchestra are invited to participate. This is a day camp that will be held on weekdays, 
beginning Tuesday, June 21, 2016 through Wednesday, June 29, 2016, from 9 A.M. to 1:50 P.M.. at Perry Hall 
High School. 

At camp, students will participate in band, chorus, or orchestra at the appropriate grade level. In addition 
to large group rehearsals, students will participate in enrichment classes and receive instruction to enhance 
their music performance skills. All of the musical ensembles will perform at a public concert on the evening 
of Wednesday, June 29, 2016, in the outdoor amphitheater at Oregon Ridge Park, the summer home of the 
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra. 

The fee for this unique summer musical experience is $200. Transportation to and from Perry Hall High 
School will be provided at no additional charge to students who do not reside in the host school community. 
Registration forms are available in schools from the music teachers or by visiting the Office of Music and 
Dance Education’s Web page at http://www.bcps.org/offices/elem_music/default.html. 
Questions regarding this information should be directed to the following individual(s): 
Shane Jensen, Specialist 443-809-4024

mailto:spesptapres@gmail.com
http://www.bcps.org/offices/elem_music/default.html


D A T E S  T O  R E M E M B E RD A T E S  T O  R E M E M B E R

Friday, April 15

Kindergarten Registration – 9:00 A.M. – 2:45 P.M.
Grade 4 trip to Irvine Nature Center- Ms. Failla and Mr. Hebbel’s classes-
9:30 AM. – 1:30 P.M.
Kids Helping Hopkins Joint Fundraiser DJ Night – Pikesville Middle – 7:30-9:00 P.M. 

Tuesday, April 19
Spring Pictures- Individual and Class pictures

Thursday, April 21
Report Cards Distributed

Tuesday, April 26
Primary Election Day- Schools Closed

Monday, May 2
National College Decision Day – wear your favorite college/university spirit wear

Tuesday, May 3
Grade 5 trip to Philadelphia- 8:00 A.M. – 5:30 P.M.

Thursday, May 5
VSAF- Oregon Ridge 9:30 A.M.  – 2:30 P.M. 
Ms. Gwiazdowski, Ms. Keith and Mrs. Schneider’s classes

Saturday, May 14
Safe Racer Competition & County-wide STEM Fair
Spring Fling – 12 NOON – 2 PM
Monday, May 16
Kindergarten Conference Day- No class for Kindergarten students ONLY



Summit Park Elementary School 
410-887-1210 6920 Diana Road  Baltimore, Maryland 21209 Fax: 410-887-1256  

 
April 12, 2016 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

 

On Thursday, April 28, 2016, PARCC testing will begin at Summit Park. The following is a schedule of 

testing, April 28 to May 20.  

 

Grade PARCC Assessment Date Time(s) 

3 
Math April 28 – 29 9:00 – 2:00 

Language Arts May 2 – 4  9:00 – 11:30 

    

4 
Math May 9 – 10 9:00 – 2:00 

Language Arts May 11 – 13 9:00 – 11:30 

    

5 
Math May 16 – 17 9:00 – 2:00 

Language Arts May 18 – 20 9:00 – 11:30 

 

The PARCC assessments measure students’ critical thinking, problem-solving abilities, and writing 

skills, which are all essential for success in higher education and the workplace. 

 

Attendance during PARCC testing is critical. Please avoid scheduling appointments or other activities 

that will cause students to be absent from school during testing. 

 

For testing, students will need two #2 pencils. All other materials will be provided. During testing, 

students will continue to have opportunities to attend specials classes (art, music, PE, etc.) and have 

recess. While PARCC assessments do not require students to study in advance, we encourage all 

students to get a good night’s sleep and to arrive for school on time every day. Parents can find more 

information about PARCC at http://www.bcps.org/academics/BCPS-CCSS-PARCC-Resources.pdf. If 

you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact school.  As always, thank you for your support. 

 

If you have any questions regarding PARCC, or other assessments, please contact our assistant 

principal, Tim Rualo, at school by phone or email, trualo@bcps.org.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Karen Gieron 

 

http://www.bcps.org/academics/BCPS-CCSS-PARCC-Resources.pdf
mailto:trualo@bcps.org




Fort Garrison and Summit Park’s 
Hop for Hopkins 

 
Friday, April 15th

, 7:30-9:00 p.m. 
at  

to benefit  

Johns Hopkins Children’s Center 

 

Donations of $3/person or $10/family 
Refreshments and “Blinkie” necklaces will be sold 

All proceeds will be donated to Kids Helping Hopkins 

D.J. “Detour Dave” Sandler 
WBAL Radio and 98 Rock Traffic Reporter playing your 

favorite dance hits! 

Please join us for this evening of caring, sharing, 
music, and family fun!! 

**Children must be accompanied by an adult** 



TRAVEL THROUGH TIME  
WITH OPEN DOOR THIS SUMMER 

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY, 7AM - 6PM
      Baltimore County Locations: Fullerton ES, Gunpowder ES, Wellwood International, Woodbridge ES 
                  Anne Arundel County Locations: Crofton Woods ES, Jacobsville ES, Piney Orchard ES

For more than 30 years, we have been helping Maryland kids thrive - providing top quality care - before and 
after school and during the summer.  The Open Door program™ is available to all children entering grades 1 
through 6 and offers a nurturing and stimulating Licensed day care environment with quality supervision, 
experienced teachers and regulations exceeding traditional camps.

WEEK WEEKLY CAMP THEME CAMELOT FIELD TRIP
Week 1: June 20-24 The Turn of the Century Cars Swimming

Week 2: June 27-July 1 The Roaring 20’s Entertainment Summer Olympics at Oregon Ridge

Week 3: July 4-8 The 30’s and 40’s Antique Imagination Swimming

Week 4: July 11-15 The Fabulous 50’s China Mulan at CCBC

Week 5: July 18-22 The 60’s and 70’s Dare to Dream Annapolis Maritime Museum

Week 6: July 25-29 The 80’s and 90’s Games Swimming

Week 7: August 1-5 Into the Future Extraterrestrials Swimming

This organization and its materials are not affiliated with, sponsored by, or endorsed by Baltimore County Public 
Schools, the Superintendent, or this school or office.  These materials are neither sponsored nor endorsed by the 
Board of Education of Anne Arundel County, the Superintendent, or this school.

Call 410-825-6300 
or visit www.opendoorcare.com

Learning. Exploring. Playing. Creating. Socializing.

  Weekly Themed Programs, June thru August
  Multi-sensory exploration, including Field Trips
  Academic Enrichment with Camelot Learning©

  Arts & Crafts, Group Activities, Games
  Recreational Play & Tournaments

  Outdoor Swimming
  Team Building 
  Social Development
  Nutritious Snack
  And more!

The mission of Open Door is to provide quality child care to school age children, recognizing the role of that care in today’s families.

7-WEEKS OF 

OPEN DOOR

FUN!

SUMMER DAY CAMP 2016

$195/wk
all fees  

included

Because learning doesn’t end in June, Open Door Camps are the place to be this summer!

od-campflyer-2016.indd   1 4/7/2016   2:09:06 PM
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